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custom tote

Part 3: Second class
Lined tote
1. Turn lining right side out and place lining inside bag. Right sides of bag and lining
should be facing each other. Line up and pin at the side seams. Check to make sure
marks for handles line up. (Photo A)
2. Pin handles to lining, oriented as shown in Photo B. Inner edges of handles should be lined up with marks. Photo B shows
orientation of handle, but not placement. Handle should be inserted between lining and main bag.
3. Stuff the handle between the bag and the lining and repin with pins going through bag, handle and lining. All raw edges
should be lined up, and the marks on the bag and lining should match. Repeat with other handle on other side of bag.
(Photo C)
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4. Starting at one handle and leaving the space between one of the sets of handles open, sew around the top edge of the
bag with a 1½” seam allowance (this is the edge of metal plate on the sewing machine), backstitching over handles for
strength. Make sure handles stay square with top edge of bag. (Photo D)
5. Turn the bag right side out through the opening, and position lining inside bag. (Photo E)
6. Iron top edge, folding down seam allowance of unsewn portion to make an even edge.
7. Starting at one of the side seams, topstitch the upper edge of the bag using the edge of the presser-foot as a guide,
backstitching over handles for extra strength and backstitching at beginning and end of seam.
8. Sew a second round of topstitching 1¼” from edge (using the edge of the black bobbin cover release as a guide),
backstitching at beginning and end of seam. (Photo F)
9. If desired, add topstitching along sides and/or bottom edges to add structure to the bag and join exterior and lining. To
do this, pinch bag along desired seam, being sure to include both bag and lining, and stitch. Otherwise, hand-stitch bag and
lining together at each bottom corner.
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9. If desired, add top-stitching along sides and/or bottom edges to add structure
to the tote and join exterior and lining. To do this, pinch tote along desired seam,
being sure to include both tote and lining, and stitch. Otherwise, hand-stitch tote
and lining together at each bottom corner. (Photo G)
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10. Trim all thread ends, and iron tote if desired.

Unlined tote
1. Turn tote right side out.
2. Fold down and press 1¼” seam allowance on tote, turning allowance to right side, not wrong side. (Photo H)
3. Pin handles in place, with inner edges of handle lined up with marks, oriented as shown in Photo I. There should be a 5”
open space between the two sides of the handle.
4. Sew both ends of each handle into place by stitching in a square over the area where the handles and pressed seam
allowance overlap. Trim thread ends. (Photo J)
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5. Turn under one edge of the ribbon ½” and press.
6. Starting with the unpressed end, pin the ribbon around outside top edge of the tote, starting at one of the side seams.
Pressed end should overlap unpressed end. (Photo K)
7. Topstitch ribbon into place, sewing along top edge, down the pressed edge to secure the seam, and around the bottom
edge. Back-stitch over handles for added strength. (Photo L)
8. The seam should end at the pressed edge of the ribbon. Pivot, then sew down this pressed edge, then pivot again and
sew another line of topstitching along the bottom edge of the ribbon. Back-stitch at the end of the seam. (Photo M)
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9. If desired, add topstitching along sides and/or bottom edges to add structure
to the bag and join exterior and lining. To do this, pinch bag along desired seam
and topstitch. (Photo N)
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