
drawstring backpackidea
studio

Supplies needed
• 2 pieces of fabric, 16 inches x 20 

inches. Suitable fabrics: medium-
weight wovens – not stretch – 
such as cotton, denim, duck and 
lightweight upholstery fabric.

• 2 pieces of fabric 3.5 inches 
square

• 12 feet of 3/16-inch nylon cord
• 2 grommets, 5/16 inch
• Grommet setters
• Lighter or matches

Directions: Serger portion

1. Place the two pieces of fabric 
on top of each other, right sides 
together.

2. On both long sides, make a ½-inch 
cut 3½ inches from the top.

3. Fold back the flaps on each side 
and pin.  

4. Raise the presser foot and align 
the project as shown. Lower the 
presser foot. 

5. Serge the three sides of the bag, 
using ½-inch seam allowance. 
Knot the ends of your seams. 

6. Finish the raw edges of the top of 
the bag with a serger stitch and 
knot the seam ends.
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1. Turn bag right side out. Trim any 
loose threads and press. Insert a 
grommet in each of the bottom 
corners, following instructions on 
grommet package. 

2. Cut two 6-foot sections of cord, 
using a lighter or match to melt 
the ends of the cord to prevent 
fraying. 

3. Thread one cord through each 
grommet and each end of the 
cord through the casing as shown. 
Knot the two ends of each cord 
together. 

4. Done!

1. Fold each 3½-inch square in half 
diagonally and press. Pin one in 
each of the bottom corners and 
sew in place, backstitching at 
beginning and end of seam. 

2. Fold each of the four flaps at the 
top of the bag under twice (about 
¼-inch width). 

3. Sew down one folded flap, across 
the serged edge, and up the 
other flap. Backstitch several 
times across the serged edge for 
reinforcement.

4. Fold down and press the serged 
top edge, then fold and press 
down at the 3½-inch mark.

5. Stitch the bottom of the casing 
close to the edge, back-stitching 
at both ends. 

Directions: Sewing machine 
portion

Directions: Finishing


