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1. Joy’s early life was fraught with sickness and rigid family expectations. How did these years 
shape her love life moving forward? How did these early years influence her newfound 

friendship with Jack? How did she overcome them to love? 

 

2. When Joy’s cousin, Renee moved into the house with her two young children, things began 
to change. Have you sheltered family members in a time of need, and how did that change your 

family dynamics? What were your first reactions to Renee moving in? 

 

3. Joy’s heartbreak at Bill’s announcement that he and Renee were in love was painful. Do you 
believe it was because she loved Bill? Felt betrayed? That Renee was the "comparison" used all 

of her life and now that memory surged forward from childhood? Have you ever been in a 

similar circumstance where old heartbreak was relived in a new form? 

 

4. Joy expressed distress about how some of Jack’s friends didn’t approve of her or appear to 
like her. Why do you think this was true? How did this affect their friendship? 

 

5. Many of Jack and Joy’s friends talk about their intellectual compatibility, of Joy’s ability to 
keep up with Jack and how they both had incredible photographic memories. Did this bring 

them together? Did this help love grow? How? 

 

6. Joy made tough decisions about moving to England and taking her sons from their father. 

How did this affect Davy and Douglas? What do you believe she could have done differently? 

 

7. Bill fought to have his sons return to America as Joy appeared to be on her deathbed. Jack 

wrote a scathing letter and forbid it. How did this change the boys’ lives from that point on? 

 

8. One of the most heartbreaking scenes in the novel is when Joy discovers she has terminal 

cancer at the same time that Jack admits his true love and desire to marry her. How does this 

affect her recovery? How does this eros change what happens next? 

 

9. Joy wonders about Jack’s relationship with both Janie Moore and Ruth Pitter. How did his 
relationships with these women affect his heart and love for Joy? Was Joy jealous or curious? 

How did it affect her view of him and their relationship? 

 

10. What part of this story touched you the most? What part of this story changed you the 

most? 


