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Discussion questions from Reading Group Guides 

 

1. In the prologue, the unidentified narrator reflects upon “the interwoven paths that had 
delivered each of us here. Every step a domino essential to knocking over the next.” After 
reading the book, do you agree with that view? Do you recall any notable incident that wasn’t 
integral to the final outcome? 

2. At the Royal, Max Trevino makes a difficult decision regarding his sister. Do you agree with 

his choice? Do you believe he intended to stick with the plan he proposed? 

3. Early in the story, Lily carries a burden of shame and guilt regarding her son, due to societal 

norms and her own dark secret. Would you have felt the same in her shoes? Would you, or Lily, 

feel differently in present times? 

4. People deal with grief in various, sometimes extreme ways. How do you feel about the 

manner in which Sylvia Millstone and Ellis’s father, Jim Reed, came to grips with the loss of a 
child? Do you sympathize with them equally? What are your thoughts on Alfred Millstone’s 
choices and actions? 

5. Throughout the story, Lily struggles to balance motherhood and work. Do you believe her 

career ambitions were solely for the sake of her son’s future? If not, would she ever admit this 
to herself or another person? Have these considerations changed in today’s society? 

6. On a mission to find and rescue Calvin, Lily and Ellis break several laws. Do you agree or 

disagree with their actions? Would you have done anything differently in their situation? 

7. Which character became your favorite? Your least favorite? How did your opinions of the 

major characters change throughout the story? 

8. Where do you envision the characters soon after the story ends? How about five years from 

now? 

 

 


